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EBELING’S HISTORY OF PENNSYLVANIA. vor of the English government. Markham’s son-in-law 
d fb . f th incipal parti 

. ; nie was accused of being one of the principal parties con- 

(comrinusp or race 373.) | cerned in these offences; on that account he was ex- 

CHAPTER VII pelled the house, prosecuted and imprisoned, and was 


only liberated on his father-in-law becoming bail for his 
Wilham Penn’s Second Voyage to Pennsylvania— Yellow | #PPearance. Of the offence of carrying on a contra- 
Fever—State of the Colony—Disagreement between | band trade, the legislature declared the province en- 
the Provinces—Indian Affairs—New Constitution-— tirely clear, and Penn himself appeared convinced of 
Penn returns to England-—Hamilton Governor-—The the innocence of the inhabitants, and willingly sent their 
lower counties again sepayate—Dissentions----Governor justification to England, which, however, could not be 
Hamilton dies--Edward Shippen, President, and the complete, as the inquiry which had been set on foot had 
Council, been broken off before it was ended. (1) 
The proprietor now believed that every thing was 
These were the first objects that engaged the atten- | prepared for introducing a new form of government, 
on of the legislature which William Penn convened which should be free from the defects of the former 
immediately upon his arrival. He had sailed from Eng- | On€, and impart strength as well as unity to the admi- 
land in September 1699, with his second wife and his | Nistration. He, therefore, in May 1700, called an ex- 
children; but he did not land until after a tedious voy- | ttaordinary meeting of the assembly, which was also 
age of nearly three months. Fortunate, indeed, it was | extraordinary in these respects, that it consisted of a 
for him, for had he arrived sooner, he might have fallen | larger number of members than those which preceded 
a victim of the yellow fever. It had been imported ity;and held a session of unusual length. (2) Before 
from the West Indies, and had occasioned a considerable | this assembly he laid his new charter, on which there 
mortality. In later times, that city was visited by the | Were long deliberations and joint as well as separate 
same plague in the most dreadful manner, and it then | discussions betweengthe two houses. Although they 
carried off, as it did at the time we are speaking of, a | Were agreed as to the main object, yet this weighty 
great number of the inhabitants, but then, as afterwards, | Matter was not carried through in this session, the legis- 
the cold weather put a stop to its destructive progress. lature was dissolved, and even the ensuing general as- 
(1) sembly, which met in October of the same year, did not 
Penn was received in his province with so much the | accomplish the work; but brought it nearer to a con- 
greater pleasure as it was firmly believed, that he came clusion. 
with the determination of spending there the remain- | ‘This assembly was held at New Castle, probably with 
der of his life» Nevertheless, he did not find among a view to gain over the lower counties, and consisted 
his planters that warm feeling of affection, and that un- | of twenty-four members. To the principal object of 
bounded confidence by which he had been enabled, | this meeting, were added those of completing a code 
when among them the first time, to lead them entirely | of laws, securing the titles to landed property, and 
according to his will. Many strangers and foreigners | g’anting an aid for the support ef government. The 
had come into the country, the bond of union between formation of the code was carried on with great zeal 
the two colonies was rather loosened than strengthened | and with the best effect; but less so the new form of 
by the government of the Quakers, and they themselves, | Sovernment which was drawn up by a joint committee 
by Penn’s fifteen years absence, and by the conduct of | of the two houses and submitted to discussion. There 
his and the king’s licutenants, had been in a degree | Was found at the very threshhold, a dangerous impedi- 
alienated from him; many things were wanting in the | ment in the question which was now generally discuss- 
laws of the province, and the property of the land own- ed, whether the act of the union of the two colonies 
ers was not yet fully secured. Penn had first to become | Was yet in force? The lower counties were willing to 
better acquainted with the situation of his colonies, and acknowledge it, provided an equal freedom was seeured 
the views and feelings of the inhabitants, and therefore | to them; by which they understood that they should 
not much was done by the legislature at their first meet- always have in the legislature an equal number of re- 
ings. At last, he found it necessary to conform to their | presentatives with Pennsylvania, a pretension which the 
ideas and wishes; after all he showed the same zeal and | evident prospect of an increase of population rendered 
disposition as formerly to promote the happiness of the | ¢ven then inadmissible. In vain did the proprietor pro- 
colonists. His speeches to the legislature were friendly, | POS€ 4 middle course. To prevent an immediate sepa- 
mild and conciliating. They produced a good under- ration, it became necessary to postpone the decision of 
standing between the different branches of the govern- the question, and remain satisfied that the lower coun- 
ment. ties by taking part in the legislation, still held in some 
The first assembly, which met in January, 1700, (2) | manner to the union. 
had principally in view to increase the severity of the |. The majority of the house of assembly was now will- 
laws against piracy, and the violation of the British sta- | ing to adopt a newly draughted frame of goverament, 
tutes concerning navigation. This had been particular- but as it was laid before the proprietary, he thought 


ly enjoined by the king on the proprietors, and he felt | PPoper to dissolve the legislature. Yet they, besides 
it the more incumbent upon him to exert himself on 


this subject, in order to preserve the newly acquired fa- 
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1 1 Votes. 117. 





1 1 Proud 2 This assembly met on the 10th 5d month, and se- 
. F ct » 421. Rush. | parated on the 8th, 4th month. [That would not be 
2 otes. 117. ' called a long session at the present time. | 
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a great many other laws, (1) had passed an important act 
to confirm the titles of the land owners, and had voted 
some taxes for the support of the government. In the 
discussions on this last subject, the disunion which pre- 
vailed between the two colonies, manifested itself, as 
they voted on every question in opposition to each other, 
at last it was agreed to lay a tax of one penny in the 
pound for the expenses of the government with a poll 
tax of six shillings per head, (2) to raise £2000 for the 
vernor by another poll tax, of which the city of Phila- 
elphia paid more than one half, and Pennsylvania more 
than three fourths. (3) 

These laws, which laid the foundation of the provin- 
cial codey were chiefly penal laws; the remainder con- 
cerned the police. (4) A good law was also made for 
the protection of bound servants, (5) and others for the 
security of the Indians, and the regulation for the trade 
with them. (6) A proposition which was made for bet- 
tering the condition of the negroes was not carried into 
effect until a later period, although William Penn had 
warmly exerted himself at the meeting of the Quakers, 
as well in favour of the Indians as the negro slaves.— 
He succeeded, however, in obtaining that a meeting of 
worship should be held every month for the latter, and 
he undertook himself to establish more frequent meet- 
ings with the Indians. (7) 

A second session of the same assembly was convened 
for the sole object of obtaining aid of £350 sterling to 
the government; but partly because the people were 
already too much loaded with impositions, and partly 
because the neighbouring coloni-s did not contribute 
their shares, the assembly woulda not grant this tax, 
and the subject was postponed to the next meeting of 
the legislature. (8) Penn did not press farther th’, re- 
quisition in the king’s name, which, in fact, was op- 
posed to the pacific principles of the Quakers, and to 
the main object of the foundation of their colony, and, 
perhaps, had been suggested by their enemies at court. 
On the other hand, he set on foot friendly negotiations 
with the Indians, and concluded at Philade!phia, in | 
April, 1701, a formal treaty of amity and commerce (9) | 
with the numerous chiefs. and deputies of the Susque- | 








1 The whole number of laws passed during William 
Penn’s second residence in Pennsylvania, exceeded one 
hundred, of which the greatest number were enacted 
during the session at New Castle. 

2 In the preceding assembly a tax of four pence in 
the pound, and a capitation of twenty-four shillings had 
been demanded, which were, however, refused. 1 Votes, 
122, 

3 1 Votes, 139. 

4 One of them according to Quaker principles, de- 
clared health-drinking to be a punishable offence; ano- 
ther laid a heavy penalty on the grievous sins of cursing 
and swearing. He who was convicted of it the fourth | 
time, was liable to a very heavy fine, or was condemned 
to hard labour, declared a common curser and swear- 
et, and the court might sentence him to receive 

wenty-one lashes four times a year, during seven years; 
also against challenging to fight a duel, a severe impri- 
sonment and a fine of £20 were inflicted. Law, c. 44, 
45. 82. 

5 Laws, c. 49. [Galloway’s laws of Pennsylvania, 
page 7. 

6 No man could purchase lands of the Indians, with- 
out the permission of the proprietary; no foreigner could 
trade with them; and all the inhabitants were strictly 
prohibited from selling them spirituous liquors. 

7 1 Proud, 423. 

8 1 Votes, 141. 

9 This treaty is recorded in 1 Proud, 4283—433.— 
Every thing that it contains is highly favourable to both 

ies. In one of the articles the Indians acknowledge 
the supremacy of the crown of England, not indeed, to 
hold them in subjection, but to protect them against the 
French. 
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hannah and of the Minquay or Conestogo Indians, to 
whom were joined the Shawanese, the Kanhawas, inha- 
biting the head of Potomack, and the Five Nations; by 
which treaty he certainly promoted not a little the safe- 
ty of his colony, and probably rendered an essential ser- 
vice to the neighbouring provinces. 

William Penn’s situation now became uncomfortable, 
in consequence of the news that he received from his 
friends in England. ‘The enemies of the Quakers, and 
perhaps, his own personal enemies, had improved the 
time of his absence, in order to prejudice the king 
against the proprietary government in the colonies. The 
king, as well as his ministers, did not see without appre- 
hension their rapid increase, and began to fear lest they 
should become too powerful for the crown; therefore 
it was thought advisable to convert them into royal go- 
vernments, and to purchase off the proprietary interests. 
A bill to that effect was, in fact, brought into the house 
of lords. When the owners of lands in Pennsylvania; of 
which there were many in England, particularly among 
the Quakers, came to be informed of this, they petition- 
ed the parliament against the measure, and begged at 
least that time should be allowed for Penn to come over 
and defend his right. They therefore urged his speedy 
return, the necessity of which he himself perceived, al- 
though this request came upon him at a most inconve- 
nient time. He immediately convened the legislature 
to meet on the 16th September, 1701; having a great 
deal of business to transact with them, and much that re- 
quired to be completed. The number of representa- 
tives in the assembly consisted of twenty-four, accord- 
ing to the last resolution taken at New Castle. In his 
opening speech he declared to them the melancholy ne- 
cessity he was under of leaving the province; that their 
own welfare, indeed, required it, but that he was deter 
mined to return, and settle his family and posterity in 
the province. (1) He invited them to find some suita- 
ble expedient and provision whereby he might secure 
their privileges and property, and effect a nearer union 
of their interests. Then he particularly recommended to 
them a new royal requisition of £350 sterling, in aid of 
the frontier province of New York, and praised the trea- 
ty which the governor of that colony had made with the 
Five Nations, and which was advantageous to Pennsylva- 
nia. (2) He was induced to this as much by prudence, 
as by his devotionto the king, whom he hoped thereby 
to incline more favourably to him. 

The assembly’s answer to this speech was couched in 
the most respectful and, affectionate language. They 
immediately prepared an address, in which they set 
forth in detail their wants and wishes. These related 
particularly to the appointment ofa lieutenant governor 
in his absence, the security of their land titles, and the 
allowance connected with them (3) which they claimed 
by virtue of the governor’s promise. They proposed 
the establishment of a patent office, and that the quit- 
rents should be made redeemable. The lower counties 
in the twenty-one articles of which this address consist- 
ed, had asked much for themselves in direct opposition 
to the. proprietary’s interest, (4) nevertheless he grant- 
ed the most of what was asked, and refused only some 
unjust demands, and some others with which the legis- 
lature had no right to interfere,as they merely concern- 
ed the contracts between the proprietary and the pur- 
chasers of lands. On the other hand, the assembly in- 
sisted on all their demands being granted, although 

1 He took his wife and children with him to Eng- 
Jand. 

2 1 Votes, 145. 

3 [Often for every hundred acres. } 

4 They asked that William Penn should grant them 
lands in future, as the Duke of York had done, at the 
rate of a bushel of wheat for a lot of one hundred acres. 
This, as well as the redemption of the quit-rents was re- 
fused; the latter under the pretext that it had been once 
offered to them, and was not accepted. 
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Penn showed s0 much complaisance to them, as to in- 
vite them to nominate themsclyes his lieutenant, which, 
however, they modestly declined. (1) 

The laws were several times revised by the assembly, 
and in many respects altered; it is, however, difficult 
to decide, whether this revised code did less honour to 
the present or to the former assembly. While they 
were debating on a bill to confirm the laws at New Cas- 
tle, and the majority of the votes appeared to be in fa- 
vour of it; the misunderstanding between the represen- 
tations of the two colonies, was again revived, with more 
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council, which, though it continued to be a part of the 
legislature, was no longer a representative body, but 
was entirely dependent on the proprietary, who by that 
means had a decisive influence in the legislature, and 
the executive power rested entirely upon him. On the 
other side, among many privileges, the house of assem- 
bly had the right to originate laws secured to them; 80 
| that on the whole, the people gained more than they 
|lost. Here Penn shewed as much by his adherence to 
his fixed and unalterable system of religious toleration 
as by the elective and other franchises which he granted 
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violence than ever, so that several of the members for | to the people, that he had remained true to the princi- 


the lower counties left the house. Nothing less than 
Penn’s earnest interference and the weight, of his cha- 
racter would have prevented an openrupture. He pro- 
mised to agree to the separation of the two colonies, if 
thereafter, they should insist upon it. But the bitter 
feelings were not extinguished; and now there was an 
end of the good understancing between Penn and his 
assembly, and the haste with which it was necessary to 
carry through every thing, by no means contributed to 
restore it. The principal difference, at last, was on the 
subject of the indemnity demanded by those who had 
received less than their full measure of land. Penn’s 
benevolent propositions were rejected, and the whole 
of the first pretensions was insisted on. The Pennsyl- 
vanians now themselves, wished for a separation from 
the lower counties, and the representatives of the latter 
returned to theirhomes, William Penn, unwilling to see 
his hopes vanish, at the very moment when he was about 
to sail for another country, called the remainder to his 
house, where he let them deliberate, after confirming 
‘everal laws, he presented to them the new charter, in 
Jie, of that which in May 1700, had been delivered up 
to tim by the legal majority, by which charter Pennsy]l- 
vaniacontinued to be ruled until her separation from 
Great $ritain. 

Suchwas the leave which William Penn on the 28th 
of Octobtr, 1701, took of his province, which had pro- 
mised itself so much felicity from his presence. 
There cou'd not have been a more satisfactory compen- 
sation for the displeasure he had experienced, than that 
which he received when he, at last, was informed that 
both houses had declared in writing at the foot of the 
instrument, that they received it with gratitude from 
their proprietary... He added to it a charter for Phila- 
delphia, which was now become so considerable as to 
be erected into a city; and he immediately appointed a 
council of state for the province and lower counties; on 
whom, together with the lieutenant governor, he con- 
ferred the executive authority. He bestowed the office 
of lieutenant governor on Andrew Hamilton, one of the 

roprietors of East New Jersey, who, for several years 
ad been at the head of the province. (2) 


CHAP. VIII. 


The lower Counties again separate. Dissentions in the 
Province. Death of Governor Hamilton. John Evans 
succeeds him. His character and conduct. False alarm 
at New Castle. James Logan accused of participation 
in these proceedings. Strong opposition led by the 

eaker, David Lloyd. Remonstrance to William 
enn. Imprudence of that measure. 


The new charter which Pennsylvania received on 
Penn’s departure, was in many respects similar to their 
former constitution, and in many others differed from it. 
The people were deprived of the right of electing the 





1 1 Votes, 145—153. 348. and Segg. 2 Proud, ap- 
oo 40. Franklin’s Review, 40. [30 American edi- 
tion. 

2 1 Votes, 154—164, Ibid, appendix, XIV.—1 
Proud, 439, and Segg. Franklin’s Review, 42. [32 


American edition.] Ebeling’s Geog. and History of the 
U.S. vol. 5, p. 179. 


ples of freedom which he had formerly maintained in 
his excellent work on the ancient liberties of the peo- 
ple. (1) 
The lower counties, however, unanimously rejected 
| the new charter. This was only a continuation of their 
| former conduct, and must not be ascribed to their saga- 
city in foreseeing the endless disputes that might be ex- 
pected from the union of two provinces so little likely 
to coalesce; while there was no third power above them, 

| to restrain their passions and maintain peace and har- 
mony between them. Penn himself who foresaw that 
this separation was at hand, had inserted an article in® 
his charter to provide in such case for the preservation 
of their rights and liberties. (2) 

Amidst this division of opinions, William Penn left 
the province. The short administration of Hamilton 
was not able to reconcile them, although he made it his 
principal business; the Pennsylvanians themselves until 
some time after his death, which happened in Feb. 1703, 
could not convene an assembly for their province; it 
met under Edward Shippen, president of the council, 
but their proceedings were by no means unanimous. 
Their first resolution was a declaration of their rights, 
more defined, and at same time more extensive than 
the charter allowed, while the president did not think 
himself authorised to concur with them in that mea- 
sure. (3) 

| Atthe beginning of the following year, the new gov- 
ernor, John Evans, arrived from England, and immedi- 
ately called together in April, an assembly consisting of 
the members of the two provinces, whom he was dis- 
posed to consider as still united. They all met in the 
council room, where Evans in his speech to them, in- 
sisted much on their union, with which the territorial 
representatives now appeared satisfied, but those of 
Pennsylvania refused. (4) It was no favorable omen 
| that in the very beginning of his administration he found 
| himself entirely deceived ina point of so much impor- 
| tance. 

John Evans was a young man, uncommonly active 
| and zealous in all matters in which the proprietary’s in- 
'terests were concerned; he wanted neither wit nor ta- 

lents, but he was deficient in experience, in prudence, 
'and in knowledge of mankind; he did not take any 
pains to study the opinions and inclinations of those 
| whom he was appointed to govern; and his private life, 
| even setting aside his nocturnal parties in which he free- 
ly indulged in the pleasures of the table, was too strongly 
opposed to the principles and habits of the sober and 
moral Quakers, who could not remain indifferent to such 
an offensive beginning of his government, and he was 
led at last into such measures as entirely lost him the 
favor of the people of Pennsylvania. He early attached 
himself to the interest of the lower counties, and indu- 
ced their assembly to pass laws, which had no other ob- 
ject but to produce disagreeable effects in the province. 
England being then at war with France and Spain, he 








1 The ;#ople’s ancient and just liberties asserted. 
Lond. 1670. 

2 [See the two last paragraphs of the last article of 
the charter. } 

3 1 Votes, append. xxv. 1. Proud 456. ; 

4 1 Votes, xxix.—2. Votes, 3.—Franklin’s Review 
147. (Am. ed. 36.] 
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had been ordered by the queen to raise a militia in Penn- 
sylvania, but in his attempt to do it, he met with little | 
success. He affected to treat with contempt the pacific 

principles of the Quakers. As he could not persuade 
them to give up those principles, he bethought himself 
of a trick to lead them into acts of an opposite charac- 
ter. 

At a moment when such a thing was least expected, 
a messenger came in great haste from New Castle, 
spreading terror as he went along, with the news that an 
enemy’s fleet was coming up the river Delaware. The 
governor with his confidential friends flew to arms, he 
rode through the streets with a drawn sword in his hand, 
summoning to his assistance all persons capable of bear- 
ing arms, The inhabitants were thrown into confusion, 
but rather sought their safety in flight by land or water, 
than in preparing for defence. <A great part of the 
Quakers did not forsake their usual composure, and only 
four of them were found who had recourse to arms.— 
The stratagem, however, was soon seen through, and 
recoiled upon its inventors, who had now to seek their 
safety from the fury of an enraged populace. The se- 
cretary of the province, James Logan, a man of great 
wit and learning, although he belonged to the Society 
of Quakers, lost on this occasion, as well as the gover- 
nor, the favor of the people, being believed to have 
been privy to this affair, and because he endeavored to 
palliate the governor’s conduct, 

About the same time, governor Evans also gave great 
offence to the merchants of the province, by a measure 
as unwise as it was contrary tolaw. He had authorised 
the assembly at New Castle, to erect a fort near the 
town, where it could be but of little use to the safety of 
the two provinces. For the maintenance of this fort, 
every ship sailing up the river and not belonging to the 
inhabitants of the shores, was obliged to deliver there 
one pound of gunpowder for each ton that she measured; 
and every vessel sailing by was obliged under a heavy 
penalty, to lay to and report herself. This illegal ordi- 
nance was carried into execution, to the great oppres- 
sion and displeasure of the citizens of Philadelphia. 
They tried, during several years, every lawful means to 
get rid of this grievance, but all wasin vain, until three 
spirited Quakers, among whom was Richard Hill, (1) 
who from his youth had led a seafaring life, ventured in 
his ship to pass by the fort without coming to anchor, 
nay, by a cunning stratagem, enticed its commander on 
board of their vessel, where they took him prisoner, 
and delivered him up to Lord Cornbury,, Vice Admiral 
aud Governor of New Jersey, who sent him home with 
a severe reprimand. Hill, not contented with this satis- 
faction, went accompanied with a great number of the 
inhabitants to the house of assembly, and laid before 
them a solemn complaint, on which they made strong 
remonstrances to the governor, who evaded giving an 
answer, which was not, however, insisted upon, as at 
that time much heavier charges were brought forward 
against the government’s secretary, James Logan. (2) 

These things took place in the year 1707, under the 
third general assenibly, which was convened during 
governor Eyan’s administration. In that assembly the 
same spirit of opposition to him and his party prevailed 
as inthat of 1704, and that spirit even displayed itself 
against the proprietor, although it did not break out into 
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1 He was a native of Maryland, but settled after- 
wards at Philadelphia, where he married the daughter 
of governor Lloyd; he was 25 years a member of the 
council, and once speaker of the assembly, afterwards 
he held the office of land commissioner, and at last filled 
a judge’s seat. He was held in great esteem, was strong- 
ly attached to the English constitution, to the laws of 
the province and the principles of his religious society, 
and contributed much to the preservation of all. He 
died at Philadelphia, in the year 1729. (Proud. ) 

2 2 Votes, 168. Franklin’s Review 9], (Am. ed. 
p.) 1 Proud, 469—475. 
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so much violence. These assemblies were both held 
under the presidency of David Lloyd, their speaker. 
He was a lawyer, who in the early times of the colony 
was invested with the office ofattorney general; he was 
much esteemed among his fellow religionists, not only 
for his abilities, but also for his integrity; as a politician, 
however, he was much better qualified to keep alive the 
divisions of a party than to reconcile them. (1) 

The first assembly was already for the reasons before 
mentioned in a state of unfriendly disposition towards 
the lieutenant governor, which soon rose into bitterness 
on both sides. According to the usual course of such 
passions, it became impossible for them to act in con- 
cert for the general good. The assembly, it is true, 
granted to Evans a salary of £400, (1) butrenewed their 
former demand for the confirmation of the charter, The 
Governor thought this a good opportunity to obtain for 
his council a share of the legislative power. But the 
assembly were resolutely opposed to this diminution of 
their privileges; they were nevertheless, equitable 
enough to remedy a defect which had crept into the 
charter, and offered, 6f their own accord, to limit the 
time of their sittings (which it felt unlimited) to twenty 


days, unless it should be enlarged by the agreement of 


both branches of the legislature. Instead of giving his 
consent to this proposition, Evans insisted on the night 
of proroguing and dissolving the legislative body: al- 
though he suffered the matter to lie, until a decision 
could be obtained from England. 

In consequence of this misunderstanding and of a 
number of irritating speeches which were ascribed to 
the members of the council, the legislature entirely lost 
their temper: the assembly not only postponed all busi- 
ness to the next session, on pretence of an indispositic¢n 
of the lieutenant governor, but resolved on making afe- 
monstrance to the proprietary, which, indeed, contained 
some well founded grievances against the governet and 
various members or officers of the government; Sut the 
remainder was filled with offensive expressions against 
William Penn, and the most odious complaints, some 
of which were unfounded, others exaggerated and 
others had long been obliterated. (1) 

The language of that instrument was not that of open 
and intrepid defenders of the public liberties, but the 
bitter sarcastic language of long subdued anger. “Is the 
cause of it to be sought in the new pretension of the 
proprietor, (not however, mentioned in the remon- 
strance) to confirm the laws of the province, before they 
were laid before the king? Or in the not quite empty 
threat that he had made to give up the colony to the 
crown’ The assembly only caused the heads of their 
grievances to be inserted in the journal, and refused to 
give to the governor and to seven members of the coun- 
cil, who were Quakers, (2) a full copy of their remon- 
strance; but this was not so much, as they pretended, 





1 In the printed articles, even the different char- 
ters which had been granted to Pennsylvania, were as- 
cribed to artifice on the part of the proprietor; he was 
accused of having received large sums during his last re- 
sidence in the province, to be applied to the relief of the 
colony, to the obtaining exemption from oaths, &c. while 
the queen, on the contrary, had declared all the Quakers 
who would not take an oath, incapable of any judicial 
office. There was more reason to complain of the right 
given to Evans in his instructions, to summon the legis- 
lature by writs, and to prorogue and dissolve them.— 
There might be also a couple more of well founded com- 
plaints. In the part of this instrument given us by Frank- 
lin, which was published with the direct view to give 
the secret history of the state offences of the proprieta- 
ry from the first settlement of the province, they complain 
also of the great increase of immorality since he had 
sent over Evans, and his own eldest son, who was a mem- 
ber of the council. 

2 Several of them as Richard Hill and others, were 
certainly not in league with the governor. 
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in order to spare the proprietor’s feelings, as lest they 


should displease the people and not be re-elected. 

This remonstance was not only unjust, but also unwise 
and inconsiderate; for it tended to produce the very 
steps which they were desirous to guard against; by 
provoking the proprietor to relinquish a troublesome 
and ungrateful province to the crown of England, which 
had long wished to reposess it. (1) 


CHAP. IX. 
Death of King William. William Penn in favour with 


ween Anne. Receives the remonstrance. Logan’s 

ecch to the Assembly in answer toit. Their evasive 

ly. New Assembly. New parties. Logan and 
Lloyd. Disputes in the Legislature. The Judiciary 
Question. Complaints against Logan. Evans is re- 
called. 


William Penn, since his return to England, where he 
arrived in December, 170!, had been constantly labour- 
ing to promote the welfare of his province, and had suc- 
ceeded in defeating the bill brought into parliament to 
destroy her constitution. King William died shortly af- 
terwards, after again confirming the act which exempt- 
ed the Quakers from the obligation of taking an oath. 
(2) Penn got into great favour with his successor, 
queen Anne, so that he frequently went to court, and 
on that account fixed his residence at Kensington, and 
greatly contributed to secure to the Quakers the enjoy- 
ment of their rights as men and citizens. (3) 

About this time and under these circumstances, he 
received the remonstrance of the Pennsylvania assem- 
bly, which must of course, have been doubly wounding 
to his feelings. It was handed to him by a confidential 
friend of his adversaries. How he felt on this occasion, 
appears from the speech made by his lieutenant govern- 
or to the assembly, on the 10th of May, 1705. ‘* The 
proprietary,” said he, “ is so far from agreeing with you 
in these matters, that he is greatly surprised to see, in- 
stead of suitable supplies for the maintenance of govern- 
ment, and defraying public charges for the public safe- 
ty, time only lost (while his constant expenses run on) 
in disputes upon heads which he had as fully settled be- 
fore his departure, as could on the best precautions be 
thought convenient or reasonable, even at a time when 
he was.leaving you in doubt whether it would be possi- 
ble to divert the bill then moving in parliament for an- 
nexing all these governments to the crown; which be- 
ing now diverted, and himself secure in the possession 
of his right, so long as his circumstances shall render the 
administration of it practicable, he is the more astonish- 
ed to find you, for whose sakes chiefly and not his own, 
he has undergone the late fatigues, and expensve trou- 
bles, in maintaining it, express no greater sense of gra- 
titude. 

‘‘ The proprietary further assures us thathad those 
three bills been passed into acts here, they would cer- 
taily have been vacated by her majesty; being looked 
on by men of skill, to whom they have been shown, as 
very great absurdities; but, what I must not be silent 
in, is that he highly resents that heinous indignity, and 
most scandalous treatment he has met with in the letter, 





1 2 Votes, 12—16—29, Franklin has with much ad- 
dress intermixed disjointed passages of a part of this re- 
monstance with the relation of former events, as if these 
reproaches of a subsequent litigious assembly, could be 
adduced as evidence of the discontent of the people 
from the beginning. See Franklin’s Review, p. p. 14— 
16—30—53—63. [American ed. p. p. 7—9—21—41— 
50.] 

2 Sewell, 605. 

3 This he did by his ‘‘considerations upon the bill 
against Occasional Conformity.’”? He published also 
several other pamphlets in support of his doctrines, and 
to encourage his brethren in the faith. These are found 
in the collection of his works. 
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directed not only to himself, but also to be shown to 
some other persons disaffected to him, in the name of 
the assembly and people of this province. This is the 
very letter of which I have formerly demanded a copy, 
but was then denied it, under pretence (when it was too 
late) that it should be recalled. If that letter was the 
act of the people, truly represented, he thinks such pro- 
ceedings were sufficient to cancel all obligations of care 
over them; but if done by particular persons only, and 
it is an imposture in the name of the whole, he expects 


the country will purge themselves, and take care that. 
satisfaction be given him. 


‘* The proprietary (who, it is well known) has hither-- 
to supported this government) upon such treatment as 
he had met with, is frequently solicited to resign and 
throw up all without any further care; but his tender- 
ness to those, whom he knows to be still true and ho- 
nest, prevails with him to give the people yet an oppor- 


tunity of showing what they will do, before all be 
brought to a closing period. 


“ Methods have been taken to provoke him to this, 
that there might be the greatest show of blame for it 
when done, though it could not be avoided; but assure 
yourselves that he will be justified by all reasonable. 
men, for withdrawing the exercise of his care over those 
that being so often invited to it, take so little of them- 
selves. The queen will doubtless, be indulgent to all 
her loyal subjects; but a people that contributes nothing 
to support the burthen of affairs at home, will in vain 
expect from the ministry greater privileges at such a dis- 
tance, than those enjoy more immediately under her 
care, who pay towards her majesty’s service an equal 
share with all others. No particular privileges can be 
hoped for or depended on here, but what are grounded 
on the royal charter to the proprietary; and to obtain 
these successfully, gequires a more powerful interest, 


and stronger intercession than any in these parts can 
pretend to make.” (1) 


Strong and earnest as was this language, it had very 
little effect on the majority of the assembly. They tri- 
ed in their answer to palliate their conduct, and hoped 
every thing would be amicably settled. With regard to 
the offensive letter, they replied that as it was the act of 
a former assembly, they had only to regret that there 
should have been just cause for such a representation, 
and if there were none, that it had been delivered to the 
proprietary, whom they loved and honoured; therefore 
they hoped that his obligation to take care of the pro- 
vince should not by such means be cancelled. 


In other respects this assembly behaved precisely in 
the same manner as the former one, with whom it had 
in common the same speaker and several other mem- 
bers. Both their journals filled with mutual reproaches, 
with letters and messages couched in the bitterest terms, 
without the least disposition to yield on either side, or 
to unite in promoting the general welfare, are lamenta- 
ble proofs of the rapid progress of political animosities 
even among the friends of peace, and of the difficulty to 
eradicate them. These differences were as much to be 
imputed to the desire of both parties, each in their own 
interest, to cure the defects and clear up the uncertain- 
ties of the last charter, and to the absence of the propri- 
etary from the seat of his government, as to the conduct 
of the lieutenant governor and some party leaders op-. 
posed to him, who were the more obstinate, that they 
often contended for real liberty; but often also mistook 
the shadow forthe substance. The result of the whole 
was, that in the long session which took place during 
these two years, not a single law or resolution was pass- 
ed, and even the so long wished for confirmation and 
amendment of the charter (2) were laid aside, this shows 


how far the passions ef men prevailed over their dearest 
interests. 





1 1 Votes, part 2, page 34. 1 Proud, 461. 
2 See 1 Votes, 2d part, page 23. 
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Whether the people resented the unworthy treat- 
ment of their proprietary, or whether, as Franklin would 
have it, (1) they were worked upon by the address 
and influence of governor Evans, the next assembly, 
although many of the former members were re-elected, 
was much more tractable; (2) all their proceedings 
had the most favorable results; the old laws were again 
revised and partly amended. They provided punish- 
ments for sundry crimes and immoral acts, to which 
their attention was directed by Evans himself; new laws 
were made concerning inheritances and last wills, 
others to secure the colonists in the possession of their 











| as soon as the danger \,as over, they became more di- 
_ vided than ever. Logan and Lloyd were at the head of 

the respective parties. The former appeared to have 

an unbounded influence on the governor, and to rule 

him entirely, therefore his opponents made him the ob- 
ject of their most violent attacks, considering him as 
,the principal conspirator against their liberties, The 
| governor, on the other hand, looked upon Lloyd asa 
| mutineer, who was to be made to feel the whole weight 
_of his authority. In this manner injustice was done to 
-both. In the mean while, three charters remained un- 
| confirmed, and the important bill for the organization of 


lands; a system of poor laws was also enacted, proceed- | courts of justice, which the former assembly, perhaps 


ings at elections were regulated, the introduction of 


Indian slaves prohibited, and a criminal tribunal estab- 
lished for the trial of negroes. The number of laws 
enacted exceeds fifty. In order to defray the expenses 
of government, a tax was laid of three pence half-penny 
per pound on the assessed value of real estates, and a 
poll tax of ten shillings a head on those who were not 
freeholders. A duty on strong liquors and on the im- 
portation of negroes was also established. 

The goud will of the legislature towards the proprie- 
tor was not only shown, by their making a law for col- 
lecting the arrears of the £2000, formerly granted to 
him, but also for levying his quit rents. They addressed 
to him a respectful petition, requesting that he would 
interpose his good offices with the queen, that she should 
not repeal an act which they had passed to allow of a 
solemn affirmation instead of an oath, and that she 
should revoke an order which had been made to the 
contrary, in January 1702 The best understanding 
subsisted between the two houses of the Legislature; 
even the tone in which Evans addressed the assembly 
was mild and conciliating. On one occasion only, they 
did not show the same yielding disposition, it was when 
he required them by the queen’s order to put the colo- 
ny in a state of defence. They declined complying 
with the demand, on pretence of their inability to fol- 





to gain time, had left unfinished, was again postponed. 
One third of this last legislature consisted of members 
of the violent assembly of 1704, and Lloyd had been, 
| as formerly, elected their speaker; their session lasted, 
_with enly a short interval, until the ninth month. Their 
| whole time was consumed in vehement disputes, by 
| which the subjects of controversy were more and more 
|embroiled, and no result whatever was produced, al- 
though the assembly appeared on the whole to have 
| gained a victory over the governor. The principal sub- 
| ject of controversy, was the erection of courts of jus- 
| tice, a right which the king’s charter had, indeed, grant- 
ed to the proprietor, but which in the year 1701, he had 
abandoned to the assembly. The queen repealed an 
act which had been passed upon the subject, and re- 
quired another to be enacted more analogous to the 
English system. The new bill before the present as- 
sembly was very different from that model, and sought 
to deprive the proprietor of prerogatives to which he 
was justly entitled. On the other hand, the lieutenant 
governor denied to the legislature their indisputable 
rights. (1) 

The assembly made matters still worse, by exhibiting: 
articles of impeachment against the secretary Logan, (2) 
| who was one of William Penn’s commissioners, and the 

quarrel was embittered to the highest pitch, by the dis- 








jow the example of the neighbouring colonies, and | respect shown to the governor by the. speaker of the 
their distance from the scene of danger; but in their | house, who, on some deliberation, made a speech and 
answer, which otherwise was couched in civil language, | gave his vote sitting; so that even the acknowledgement 
they revived the recollection of the false alarm, and de- | of his fault did not satisfy the offended party, who in- 
manded the punishment of its authors. Whether this | sisted on receiving a formal apology. 

excuse appeared sufficient to the governor, or whether} Bysuch trifling matters, the minds of men were so 


the address operated upon his fears, itis certain that it | exasperated, that the most important affairs of the colo- 





could by no means be pleasant to him. He showed, 
however, no feeling on the subject, and did not pursue 
the requisition further. 

This pacific legislature was like the calm which fol- 
lews a violent storm, without, however, clearing the at- 


/ny were almost entirely neglected. As the house was 
| about to adjourn for two months, the lieutenant gover- 
| hor pressed them to proceed to the trial of Logan, who 
| was really to submit to it; but this message was not re- 


| ceived antil two hours after the house had adjourned, 


mosphere of all noxious vapours. ‘The tempest broke | and when they met again, they went into the business 


out again with fresh fury in the succeeding assembly, 
which threatened entirely to destroy the constitution. 
Nothing but the fear of falling into the hands of the 
crown, which threatened to introduce oaths and the mi- 
litia system, had kept the parties united, and induced 
those who were opposed to the proprietary to moderate 
their tone towards him and the leutenant goyernor; but 





1 Franklin’s Rev, p. 65 {[Am. ed. 52.] He does not 
adduce any proof in support of his opinion, except that 
it was advanced by a subsequent and more passionate 
general assembly. From the names of the new mem- 
bers, it rather would appear that a more moderate par- 
ty, which till then had been kept down by the violent 
men, rose into power. Evans was hardly so beloved 
that the people should have accommodated themselves 
to his wishes. 

2 Their speaker was Joseph Growdon, a lawyer from 
the Dutchy of Cornwall, in England, who had before 
filled that office in a distinguished manner. He sat af- 
terwards, sometimes in council, sometimes in the as- 
sembly; he was attorney general of the province, and 
at last died clerk of the house, in 1736. The former 
speaker David Lloyd, represented the city of Philadel- 
phia in this assembly. 


of Logan’s impeachment, (3) and his general answer 
was heard in the presence of the lieutenant governor, 
who, however, found means to ayoid deciding upon it, 
by alledginy that he was not invested with the powers 
of an English house of lords, and therefore that in such 
matter he wa not a competent judge of the articles of 
impeachment, part were of such a nature, that they ra- 
ther concerned the proprietary than the secretary of the 
government. Others charged Logan with treachery 
and extortion under colour of his office of land com- 





1 1 Votes, pt.4. p. 101, 114, 121, 126, 141, 145, 157. 


2 They had pteviously represented him by name as 
a danferous adviser and an enemy to the colony, upon 
which he treated amember of the assembly, who brought 
a message to the governor, with insulting lan ; 
which produced fresh complaints. 1 Votes, pt. 2. p. 114, 
116, &c. His influence with the governor was consi- 
dered asthe principal cause which prevented the passing 
of the judiciary bill. 

3 [The translator has somewhat modified this 
to make it accord with the fact; the author having sup- 
posed that the house had gone into Logan’s trial with. 
out adjourning. But see 1. Votes pt. 2. p. 166.] 
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missioner, and land surveyor, and these were supported stance to change the location; by which the ptr 
by a number of petitions preferred against him. (1) | convenience and accommodation has been consulted, 
As the assembly now saw that nothing could result | without injury to the company. The new sluice has 
from this course of proceeding, they prepared two dif- | been placed on the main road, and forms a very sub- 
ferent remonstrances to the proprietary, in which they | stantial and useful bridge, on a much frequented route. 
not only brought forward bitter complaints against the | The drain itself had never been entirely excayated.— 
lieutenant governor and the secretary of the govern- That process is now going on, and when effected, will 
ment, (2) but reminded him in severe terms of the re- be promotive of the health and comfort of the neigh- 
monstrance of the assembly of 1704, and demanded of | bourhood—objects to be desired by the company, and 
him that the grievances which it contained should be which it has been the study of the Board at all times to 
redressed. Thus ended the long dispute with governor | Cultivate and promote. 
Evans, who soon afterwards was recalled by the proprie- | A considerable part of the unfinished guard bank; be- 
tary, after having exercised the government during five | low the village of St. George, indicating a decided ten- 
years. His administration had produced such bad con- |dency to sink, was unhesitatingly abandoned. The 
Sequences; wanting the necessary talents to quiet the | Board has not, for a moment, doubted the economy and 
passions of men and govern free citizens, he found him- | policy of this measure. Between 100 and 200 acres of 
self so helpless when his conduct was laid before the | wild unredeemed marsh, of little or no value to any bo- 
proprietor, that on his being recalled, he could expect | dy, will in consequence be overflowed, but it wi add 
no favor; and, indeed, while he was still in Philadelphia, | considerably to the supply of water for the purposes of 
a formal address of thanks was voted to the proprietor | navigation. It seemed indeed to be placing the funds 
for having freed the colony from his government. (3) | of the company, and the speedy completion of the canal, 
: oe en en to rere in ——- 7 that 
7 ank in face of the impressive, but unavoidable lessons 
1 1 Votes pt. 2p. 154, &e. 172,179. of experience, so een acquired, by the board, in the 
2 As the lieutenant governor demanded in an angry | immense sinking of the tow-path directly on the oppo- 
tone to know the nature of the complaints made against | site side of the canal. As evidence of the singularly 
him, they produced fifteen new grievances, which were | fimsy quality of the fibrous material of which the marsh 
hot entirely unfounded, representing him as a man of in this place is mainly composed, it may-be mentioned 
unsteady principles, arbitrary disposition and scandalous | that the dredging machine, successfully and profitaby 
morals. 1 Votes pt. 1. p. 183.—1. Proud 481. These | employed here in bottoming out some of the parts left 
were sent over to England with the former ones. 7 





, , ; ib ; unfinished by the spade, is found to bring up from the 
3 Franklin’s Review—p. 71. [Am. ed. p. 37.] lowest depth to which the buckets descend, matter 
NINTH GENERAL REPORT whose specific gravity is so trifling, that when torn 


from its native bed, it may constantly be seen floating 
Of the President and Directors of the Chesapeake and “= we _— canal. ee ae 4 
' ' ne otber spot of recent construction, im the guar 
sare Canal Com ‘ ; - 

Delawar nal Company bank, about 100 féet in length, immediately over the 
former water course of the St. George, sunk, some days 
back, so far below the proper level, as to occasion an 
overtiow of the adjacent marsh;—the damage was how- 
ever speedily repaired, and the navigation, which had 
of course been temporarily interrupted by the accident, 

fo been resumed; nor does any apprehension exist as 


Ox approaching the stockholders with a statement of 
the present condition and prospects of the great and in- 
teresting work committed to the charge of the Board, 
it becomes their melancholy duty to announce the re- 
cent demise of their highly valued friend and associate 
Silas-E. Wei, whose departure has unexpectedly de- 
prived the committee of works of its estimable chairman, 


to the future: in fact, so large a portion of the guard 
the Board of one of its most intelligent and active mem- 


bank had been previously abandoned, as already inti- 
cers, and society of one of its post useful public-spirited | mated, that little of it remains to occasion any anxiety at 
citizens. all;—the line of the canal on that side beipg at present 
Waving this painful event, the Board has the satisfac- | principally bounded either by solid earth, through 
faction to report, that since the last annual meeting the | which it has been cut, or by native shores covered with: 
works on the canal have, through many difficulties, | verdant and closely timbered forests. The tow-path 
been gradually and successfully progressing towards a | throughout its whole extent, continues to wear the ap- 
termination. pearance of firmness and durability, having been in con- 
The past winter proved unpropitious, the incessant | stant use for some months, by heavily laden carts and 
and heavy rains which prevailed throughout almost the | wagons in the service of the Board. 
whole of that season greatly retarding the operations | The water has for several weeks been let into sec- 
of the workmen, and in fact frequently putting a stop to | tions one to four inclusive, and an active scene of busi- 
every species of labour on the line. The soil, naturally | ness exists on the whole eastern division of the canal, 
abounding with springs, was rendered so soft in the bed | from Delaware city to the company’s wharf near the 
of the canal, as to prove unmanageable by the spade, | summit bridge. Sloops, heavily laden, are continually 
and the few men who persevered in their arduous toil, | plying between these two points; and the Lady Clinton 
stood not unfrequently up to their knees in the liquid | packet boatruns daily on the same route. Owing tothe 
earth. ‘depth and expanse of the water, it is discovered that 
The works at the Delaware harbour are in good or- | vessels can easily traverse this splendid canal, at the rate 
der, evidencing their entire stability and usefulness. | of from 6 to 7 miles an hour. As further evidence of 
No additional wharf work has been ordered since the | the growing importance of this work, and of the bent 
last report, the Board apprehending it to be most for the | and tendency of the public mind in its favour, it must 
interest of the company, and the convenience of the | be pleasing to the company to be informed, that the 
public, rather to urge, in the first place, the completion | steam-boat Baltimore, fitted up ina stile of great ele- 
of the line of canal, leaving other objects of less press- | gance and convenience, for the accommodation of pas- 
ing concernment to be finished at leisure. The wharfs | sengers, is established as a regular packet between Phi- 
have however proved very serviceable, and afford pro- | ladelphia and the company’s harbour on the Delaware, 
tection to the passing trade of the Delaware. and that the steam-boat Essex, also very handsomely 
The sluice on the northern drain, constructed origi- | fitted for the same purpose, visits the harbour every 
nally of wood, having been discovered to be defective day, on her way between the city and Salem, New-Jer- 
and insufficient for the purposes designed, another of | sey. Both boats are ably commanded, and well fur- 
solid stone mason#y has been substituted, at a moderate | nished. 


expense, and the Board availed itself of this circum-! On the western division, sections 6 and 7 are finish- 
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ed, the locks are in good order, the gates are hung, and 


every thing is prepared for immediate use. ‘The con- 

tractor for this division, whose contract extends east- 

wardly, into No. 5, within less than a mile of the Buck 

Tavern, thinks he will have his portion of the work pre- 

pared for navigation, in six or eight weeks from the pre- 

sent time, when the water will be introduced into that 

division. Nor does a doubt exist, that the entire canal 

will be completely finished and navigable the ensuing 

autumn. The only excavation of any moment, still to 

be accomplished, is on the deep cut, where a part of the 

canal is now carried down to bottom and finished, and 

the removal of less than 160,000 cubic yards of earth 

will complete the canal. It may not be improper to add, 

that considerably more earth has already been taken 

from the line of the canal, than was originally contained 

within its limits; and that consequently the deposite 

caused by slips and washes, and more especially by such 

as Were incident to the injunction, were more than | 
equal to the quantity of materials yet to be excavated. 

These slips, and the quicksands which occasionally har- 

rassed the workmen, appear to be at length completely 

subdued; and the stoning of the sides, which is pro- 

gressing with rapidity, ensures solidity and security to 

the banks; the excavation, which goes on simultaneous- | 
ly, is also proceeding with energy and effect. The 

stoning extends about 34 miles along the deep cut—the 

wali is rather more than 11 feet perpendicular, about 16 

feet on the slope, descends 1 foot below bottom, and 

rises a little higher than the water line. It is from 18 

inches to 5 feet in thickness, at the base, according to 

the nature of the soil over which it passes, and finishes | 
at the top, with from 1 to 3 feet. Under the summit | 
bridge, however, this wall is carried upwards on both | 
sides of the canal, until it is met by the abutments, 
which it is designed to protect. The wall requires 
44,000 perches of masonry, of which 18,000 remain to 
‘be built. ‘The stone for the eastern division is brought 
‘by water, from quarries in the vicinity of Chester, to the 
company’s wharf, near the summit bridge; and that for 
the western division, is brought from Port Deposit to 
Back Creek, whence it is wagoned. 


A small village, to be called Chesapeake, has been 
laid out at Back Creek, designed for the convenient 
‘erection of warehouses for the produce of the country, 
and the necessary buildings for persons who may be en- 
gaged in the business and service of the canal, the ac- 
commodation of watermen, who may resort to the place 
in prosecution of their calling, and generally, for the use 
of all who may stop on their way to and from market. 
The Board trusts that this spot is destined soon to | 
witness the cheering hum and bustle of active com- 
merce. 

The company will learn with satisfaction, that the 
Board has purchased, on very eligible terms, Jones’s 
mill and pond, at the head of the St. George, which en- 
sures to the company the entire command of the water 
power of that important creck; the Board having pre- 
viously bought Lum’s, the only water power situate be- 
tween Jones’s and the canal. The buildings on these 
estates are old, and of little comparative value, but the 

ssion of the ponds to the stockholders, is an affair 
of much consequence. The newly acquired pond adds 
another reservoir to our resources, and their possession, 
by the company, puts an end to the jealousies and jar- 
ring interests so common among proprietors of water 
power on the same stream, nor will the company be now 
subject to the caprice or humour of any individual, for 
their regular supply of water on the summit. 


Calculations have been formed, perhaps with no very 
great accuracy, to approximate towards some degree of 
certainty, as to the supply of water which is to be relied 
on from the present arrangements on the summit. 


CUBIC FEET 


The 500 acres overfiowed on.this part of 
43,560,000 | 


the canal, it is belieyed, will yield— 
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Lum’s mill-pond, of 100 acres, being of the 
average depth of six feet— 26,136,000 

Jone3’s mill-pond, twenty-five acres, aver- 
depth five feet, (and may be increased) 5,445,000 
75,141,000 

Lum’s can be raised three feet to say no- 
thing of Jones’s. Add— 21,780,000 
We have then the cubic feet— 96,921,000 





A lock filled with water, will contain 22,000 cubic 
feet; two lift locks, 44,000; but with a large sloop float- 
ing in it, one of these locks may be estimated at 16,000 
feet, or 32,000 for the two locks. 


Supposing ten vessels to pass daily, there 


will be water for 302 days. 
Fifteen vessels 201 
Twenty ditto 151 “ 


It is assumed, in this estimate, that two lockfuls of 
water will be required for the passage of each vessel; 
whereas in probably a majority of cases, a single lockful 
will suffice. It is moreover to be observed, that this es- 
timate is independent of the inexhaustible supplies to be 
derived from the Delaware and the Chesapeake, when- 
ever the demands of the canal shall render a resort to 
them necessary or desirable. 


Speculations have also been indulged on the subject 
of evaporation, leakage, and soakage; and it has been 
conjectured, that the springs which issue so abundantly 
from the bed of the canal, and which so far have shown 
little symptoms of failure even in dry weather, added 
to the supplies from rain, will prove equal to the evapo- 
ration; and that in a soil so humid and retentive, and at 
the level of the tide, there cannot be much leakage or 
soakage. 

The account of the treasurer will show the fiscal trans- 
actions of the board for the past year. 


| It was stated in the last annual report, that 


in pursuance of authority vested in them 
by the stockholders, the board openéd 
a loan on the 11th of February 1826, for— $350,000 


And another, on the 16th of January 1827, 


for— $200,000 


Since that period, in pursuance of the 
same authority, they opened two other 
loans, viz:— 


On the 15th of August 1827, for— 


On the 16th of January 1828, for $300,000, 
of which they obtained— $139,600 


leaving of the latter, yet to be filled, and for which it 
as been proposed to open the books for subscriptions, 
about the Ist of July next, $160,400. 

On the subject of this loan, the board feels itself war- 
ranted to say, that no object for the investment of capi- 
tal, within the knowledge of its members, presents a 
fairer claim to public consideration;—no object presents 
a better prospect for profitable remuneration of the 
lender, or for the punctual payment of the interest, and 
the final redemption of the principal. The lender re- 
ceives six per cent. interest, certain, for five years, on 
the amount of his certificate, with the option of con- 
verting his loan into the stock of the company, at the 
expiration of that term, by which time he will have had 
full knowledge of the advantages of such investment, 
from having witnessed the actual business of the canal. 
The charter is perpetual, and rests not on the caprice 
of any human power, for a renewal, nor is it subject to 
the payment of a heavy bonus every few years, as is the 
case with our monied institutions, almost without excep- 
tion. And if the lender prefer so to do, he can, at the 
termination of the five years, receive back his capital, 
and apply it to any other purpose at his pleasure. 


$150,000 
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The quantity of lumber and other produce which has | EXPLOIT IN THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR. 


descended the Susquehanna this season, is said to be 
unparalleled in value and extent, notwithstanding the 
facility afforded by the happy completion of the Union 
canal. Had the Chesapeake and Delaware canal been 
in operation, a large proportion of these, and other ar- 
ticles, would have found their way through that channel 


to Philadelphia; even now, such is the preference given | 


to our market, that large quantities are shipping from 
Port Deposit to our metropolis, by the tedious and ha- 
zardous route of the Chesapeake and Delaware bays, a 
distance of not less than six hundred miles, including 
also a sea voyage. ; 

We rejoice with our brethren of Baltimore, in the 
gratifying prospect of a speedy commencement of their 
great railway. It will prove another profitable and de- 
sirable medium of intercourse between the Atlantic and 
western states. Its direct effect must be to increase the 
wealth and commerce of our sister city, but it cannot 
fail in its more remote consequences, to add to the busi- 
ness of the Chesapeake and Delaware canal, to benefit 
the went Philadelphia, and to promote the general 
prosperity. 

The highly commendable and liberal appropriation of 
a million of dollars, by congress, towards the accom- 


plishment of the Chesapeake and Ohio canal, we hail, | 
likewise, as an event most propitious for the country at | 


large, and as a circumstance most singularly calculated 
to advance the interests of the Chesapeake and Dela- 
ware canal; these two canals forming, in effect, but 
parate links in the same great chain of internal naviga- 
tion; and we are to consider in the same light, the im- 
provements now forming in the Dismal Swamp canal, 
in the vicinity of Norfolk, Virginia, which opens to us 
a direct inland water communication witii North Caroli- 
na, and eventually, with South Carolina, and, perhaps; 


Se- 


i t ; = ~~ * 
even Georgia; advantages which cannot be too highly 


appreciated, especially should these United States be at 
any time involved in the calamities of war with a foreign 
maritime nation. The Chesapeake and Qiio canal will 
probably be navigable at all seasons of the year; and, it 
is to be observed, that the Chesapeake and Delaware 
canal, will be so for weeks and for months, in the winter 


season; when né other canal, now in operation, nor any | 


which has at any time been projected, to the northward 
of it, can be used for the purposes of’commerce or 
transportation. 

The breakwater, to be erected at the mouth of the 
Delaware bay, which congress, in the same liberal and 
patriotic spirit, have determined forthwith to erect will 
also be very advantageous to our canal. The coasting 
trade will especially derive security and encouragement 
from the protection which this breakwater will afford, 
and the small craft of the two bays, will, doubtless, as a 
necessary consequence, be very greatly increased. Al- 


ready is it in contemplation to supply materials for that | 


great work from Port Deposit, through the Chesapeake 
and Delaware canal, and it is apparent, that the shortest 
and most secure route to the ocean, from the upper parts 
of the great Chesapeake bay, will be through the same 
channel. 

Signed by order and on behalf of the president and 
directors. 


JAMES C. FISHER, President. 
H. D. GILPIN, Secretary. 


CHESAPEAKE AND DeLtawareE Carat Orrice, 
May 31, 1828. 
President. 
James C. Fisher. 
Directors. 


Thomas P. Cope, | Robert Wharton, 
John K. Kane, Thomas Fassitt 


Robert M. Lewis, | John Hemphill, 
Isdac C. Jones, Ambrose White, 
' William Platt. 


No. 25, 


| The following account of the action between the pri- 
_vateer Hyder Ally and Gen. Monk, which resulted. in 
the capture of the latter vessel, was published some 
years after that event, which occurred on the 8th of 
| April 1782—upon comparing it with the accounts pub- 
| lished at the time, we find there is some disagreement 
| as to the number of men on board the vessels—which 
| we correct from these accounts in the notes. This affair 
was considered a very gallantone. The assembly voted 
| their thanks to the officers and men, and ordered an 


| elegant sword to be presented to captain Barney. 





It was in the evening during the revolutionary war, 
when a number of whigs had assembled as usual, to tell 
over the events of the day in Crawford and Don- 
aldson’s Insurance office in Market street, that the cir- 
cumstance of the Gen. Monk being in the Delaware 
| bay, capturing or overwhelming the coasters, came un- 
der consideration. It was resolved that a committee be 
| appointed to obtain money and fit out a vessel for the 
express purpose of capturing the General Monk. 

The money was obtained from the Bank of North 
, America and by individual subscription. The Hyder 

Ally was purchased from John W. Stanly and the com- 
mand of her given to captain Barney, and a crew of 
volunteers chiefly from the regular service were enga- 
ged; secrecy was fortunately preserved as to herdestina- 
tion; a commission of a letter of Marque was duly is- 
sued. In a week, Barney was ready for the expedition. 
Hyder Ally sailed. Barney gave orders, ‘‘when I com- 
mand you to board, fre cooly and deliberately, and with 
| etfect; and whenI order you to fire, do you board.’’ 
She went down the bay in gallant style, disguised as a 
merchantman, under a heavy press of sail, with two pi- 
lots on board, one on deck and the other below in case 
of accident. Barney saw he could out-sail the General 
Monk, and ordered the drag anchors overboard; the 
| consequence was the rapid approach of the General 


| Monk, Barney, ina loud authoritative tone, gave orders 
to prepare for boarding. The commander of the Gen. 
Monk deceived, directed his men to line the side of the 
vessel and repel the assailants. The moment they were 
at their posts, Barney cried ‘board.’ The commander of 
the Gen. Monk and several other officers instantlv fell. 
The Gen. Monk returned the fire; but it was now too 
late to retrieve. When Barney ordered his men to fire, 
| they boarded without resistance; a horrid sight met 
| their view; nearly one bundred killed and wounded lay 
upon the deck; the blood ran in streams. The Gen. 
| Monk was armed with eighteen nine pounders,* a 


| full and well disciplined force of one hundred and thirty 
| nine men.t The Hyder Ally was armed with four nine 
| pounders: and one hundred and twenty Jandsmen. 

The Gen. Monk lost in killed and wounded, about one 
hundred.|} The Hyder Ally lost four or five killed, and 

| one or two wounded. § 

The victory was obtained in fifteen€ minutes, and 
was one of the most brilliant achievements during the 
war. The Gen. Monk was afterwards purchased by the 
government, and the Hyder Ally was returned uninjur- 
ed to Mr. Stanly, and the money paid for the out fit was 
repaid by government.” 





* and 6 wooden guns, which are mentioned as the first 
ever recollected to be used on board the King’s slips. 

{~ The accounts say 150 men. 

+ 4-95 and 12 6s. 

j 53. §—15. 

§ 28 to 30 minutes. 

In the Freeman’s Journal of May 8, 1782, the action: 

118 celebrated in a song of 12 stanzas. 
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SOCIETY OF 


FREE TRADERS. 


| 


Very early after the settlement of the province, this 


to have been intended to operate on a very extensive 
scale, and no doubt, contributed at first very much to the 
benefit of the country; but whether all the expecta- 
tions of its framers were realized, what were its opera- 
tions and how long: it continued to exist, it seems diffi- 
eult at this late period to determine. The following | 
constitution is copied from a folio pamphiet “printed in | 
London for Benjamin Clark, in George Yard, in Lom- 
bard street, printer to the society of Pennsilvania 1682,” | 
entitled ‘The articles, settlement and offices of the Free 
Society of Traders in Pennsilvania: agreed upon by di- 
vers merchants and others for the better improvement and 
government of trade in that province.” 


| 


| 
| 


| 


Tre PREFACE. 


Reader—Honest and industrious traffique has been the 
usage and thie praise of many nations: and in this all 
countries seem agreed, that their wealth and strength 
are begun, continued and increased by it; a truth com- 
ton experience daily confirms: for this hath made and 
is making many princes and states in the world endea- 
vour to have their subjects prosper in trade. The very 
Indian princes are now convinced of this truth, which 
makes the king of Bantam send his ambassador here. 
This is likewise the reason, why many considerate men 
have thought fit to join themselves in a society of trade 
in Pennsilvania: which, after some difficulty, they have 
accomplished. But this may be modestly said, it isa 
very unusual society, for it isan absolute free one, and 
inafree country. A society without oppression: wherein 
all may be concerned that will: and yet have the same 
liberty of private traffique, as though there were no so- 
ciety at all. So that this society is calculated both to 
promote the publique good and to encourage the pri- | 
yate. And indeed, itseems not possible, that province 
should be improved in many years without it, as it is | 
like to be in a few years by it. However, it is such a | 


society as can do harm to none; but may do good to} 


| 
} 


all: which a serious perusal of the government of it 
will plainly evince to the considerate and ingenious, 
We may add, that ’tis no small conveniency and ease to 
the minds of a (happily unacquainted in trade) 


that they may have some part of their estates improving 


in an united way and care, whilst they thereby may with | 


less distraction and more freedom of spirit apply them- 
selves to their particular plantations. For here a few 
hands do the work of the whole, and by this honest and 
free device, the whole will be furnished fresh and fresh 
from time to time in the nature of a Bank. This union 
of traffique prevents emulation; for every one is inter- 
ested in every one’s prosperity; and the profit must be 
greater and surer; and navigation, manufacture and 
arts better improved, than by force of private and divid- 
ed stocks. To conclude, ’tis an enduring estate, and 
a lasting as well as certain credit: a portion and inheri- 
tance that isclear and growing: free from the mischief 
of frauds and false securities: supported by the concur- 
rent strength and care of a great and prudent body, a 
kind of perpetual trustees: the friend of the widow and 
the orphan, for it takes no advantage of minority or sim- 
plicity. These and many more great advantages accrew 
toa society so freely constituted as this appears to be by 
the ensuing articles of agreement, which are imposed 
on none but recommended to ail with this assurance, 
that nothing is hereby intended, but what is consistent 
with justice and prudence, to the best of their skill’s 
that were concerned in the framing of it; and it is hoped 
that the improvements which may accrew by it, will 
prove to be of no small advantage to that country, and 
old England from whom it takes its original. 


FREE SOCIFTY OF TRADERS. 


| viledges, by grant and charter 
society was formed, and appears from its constitution, | vernor of that province. 


| 
j 
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To which, reader, it may not be improper to add that 


this society is endowed with divers immunities and pro- 


from William Penn, go- 


Nicno.tas Morg, 

James CLAaYPoo.e, 

Puicie Forp. 
London, 25, 1st mo. called March, 1682. 


It is agreed that the first general court shall be held 
at London, upon the 29th day of the third month called 
May 1682. And forever after, the general court shall 
be held on the first fifth day called Thursday in the ninth 
month (November) every year after in the capital city 
in Pennsilvania, where votes shall be received by let- 
ters to the society’s secretary from all that do not appear 


| there personally for the chusing of officers: which votes 


shall be regulated by the following conditions: 
IMPRIMIS. 

That none in England shall have above one vote, 
whatever sum they subscribe; unless they have a share 
of land in Pennsilvania, at least one thousand acres of 
their own, with some inhabitants upon it: In such cases 
they shall have their votes proportionably to their stocks, 
as in the following article. 


ARTICLE Il. 


That all that are inhabitants in Pennsilvania shall have 
for two twenty-five pounds, one vote: and each /ifty 
pounds single one vote; one hundred pounds two votes: 
three hundred pounds, three votes, and none more. 


ARTICLE II. 

That the book of subscriptions shall be open here in 
England the 29th day of the 4th month called June 
1632 and no longer. And in Pennsilvania from the ar- 
rival of the first ship belonging to the society for six 
months after, paying fifteen per cent. sterling, in consi- 
deration of the Aiscorun by the society by such as sub- 
scribe within thirty daies, and for every month after oné 
per cent. to be added to the value of the cargo. 


ARTICLE Iv. 


‘That none shall subscribe in the society stock less than 
twenty five pounds. Yetif five joyn together and make 
up the twenty five pounds (provided it be subscribed in 
one man’s name) shall be accepted of but in that name 
only. 

f ARTICLE V. 

That at the first general court or assembly held as 
above said (viz: the 29th of the 3d month alias May 
1682) all the subscribers here in England shall confirm 
| their subscriptions which shall be by the depositing five 

per cent, asa part of that which shall then be agreed on 
to be paid within a month after. And at that time shall 
be chosen the officers of the society, viz: the President, 
the Deputy, the T'reasurer, the Secretary, and twelve 
committee-men, whereof any jive and the President or 
his deputy shall make a quorum. 


: ARTICLE VIL. 


That all the committee-men shall have but one vote a 
piece in the committee whatever their stock be; and 
the Presiden‘ or the deputy if the votes be equal shall 
have the casting voice. 


ARTICLE VII. 


That at seven years end from the time of shutting the 
book in Pennsilvania it shall be opened again for new 
subscribers; and so continue for every seven years: a 
due valuation of the stock being first made by the com- 
mittee, so that every one may subscribe according to 
the valuation then agreed on. 


} 





ARTICLE VIII. 

That two hundred servants, be sent away the first 
year of such trades and capacities as may be most for 
the benefit of the society which is to be adjudged by 
the committce. 
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ARTICLE IX. 


That it shall be lawful for any one that has subscrib- 


ed, to add to their subscription before the month is out 
what sum they please. 


ARTICLE X. 


That none shall be President, Deputy or Treasurer, 
that have not five thousand acres of land in Pennsylva- 
nia of their own, and one hundred pounds in the socie- | 
ties stock. 

ARTICLE XI. 


That the general officers shall continue for the first | 
seven years and then a new election shall be made, they | 
being fixed in their abode in the society’s house, there | 
to act for the society without change of their power in | 
privileges, except they do commit any act destructive | 
or prejudicial to the real interest of the society which | 
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adjudged by the society’s surveyor. And if they will 


not accept of these terms, they shall be servants, till they 
will accept it. 
ARTICLE XIX. 

That no mineral undertaking shall be begun by the 
committee without the approbation of the general as- 
sembly. 

ARTICLE XX. 


That the committee shall at every yearly meeting of 


| the general court, discover the encouragement or dis- 


couragen: nt they meet with in the course of their trade 
both at home and abroad. 


ARTICLE XXI1. 


That the society may set up two or more general fac- 
tories in Pennsilvania, one upon Chesapeake bay, and 


first is to be proved sufficiently in the court of Assistants; 
and then the offenders are to be dismissed, and the 
Court of Assistants to chuse another, who is to con- 
tinue till the general court; which Court of Assistants 
shall yearly be chosen and added to the committee. 


ARTICLE XII. 


the other upon Delaware river, or where the committee 
| shall see necessary for the more speedy conveyance of 
| goods in the country, and. Maryland; but that the go- 
| vernment of the whole be in the capital city of Pennsil- 
yania. 





ARTICLE XXII. 
That the society shall be assisting to the Indians in 


That the President shall call together the Court of| their settling in towns and other places, both by advice 
Assistants to help and advise in any emergent occasions | and artificers. 


relating to the society, as to receive more money, to 
make a dividend, to chuse new officers in case of 
death, to settle new factories, 
build ships, &c. 

ARTICLE XIll. 

The committee shall chuse all inferior officers, as 
storehouse keepers, clerks, book keepers, factors, at 
home and abroad; then they shall direct, what shall be 
planted, built, &c. 

ARTICLE XIV. 


That all forfeitures, that shall arise, shall be employed 
upon the improvement of a parcel of land allotted for 
the maintenance of such their wives and children, who 
have become disabled in the service of the society. 


ARTICLE XV. 


That the society’s books, patents, records and origi- 
nal papers be kept ina convenient plece in the house 
under three locks and keys, one whereof shall be kept 


by the President or deputy, the other by the Treasurer, | 


the third by the eldest committee-man. 


ARTICLE XVI. 
That these books, papers, and patents, &c. shall not 


ARTICLE XXIII. 


to enter upon mines, | ois there shall be twenty-four assistants added to the 


mmittee whereof twenty and the President or deputy 
make a quorum. 


ARTICLE XXIV. 


That the first assembly in the province of Pennsilva- 
nia shall be desired to ratify the patent granted by the 
governor to this society by an act of assembly. 


ARTICLE XXvV. 


That all the members of the committee and court of 
assistants shall have timely and sufficient notice and 
| summons in writing, left at their dwellings, of every in- 
| tended court, to prevent indirect and unjust proceed- 
ings. 








ARTICLE XXVI. 


| That all and every one, who have subscribed any sum 
in the society’s stock, and shall not after the second 
' summons bring in their second payment, shall be inca- 
| ble of disposing of that part in the stock before disburs- 
| ed: but the society shall dispose of the same unto such 
| who will fulfil the agreement in all payments: they only 


be intrusted in the hand of any single person for longer | being capable of receiving their first penny or disburse- 
space than to transcribe any part of it in the day time, | ment. Always excepting such, who through any 
and in the house before some one or more appointed by | calamities have been reduced to poverty whereby they 
the committee, and that the book keeper shall only | are rendered incapable to fulfil the same, that then the 
have copies of them, which may be viewed or perused | thing being proved before a committee, they shall have 
once a month by any member of the society. power to sell the same to the best advantage. And as 
nals to be kept as before. - this is agreed in for the second payment, so it is of 
ARTICLE XVII. all others, if there be more. 


That security shall be taken of the Treasurer, and | ARTICLE XXVII. 


of all servants relating to the society, that is, such as| That there shall be in England a chief agent, supe- 
have any trust committed unto them as agents, store | Tior to all agents or factors belonging to said society, 
keepers, ship masters, clerks, overseers and servants, | that are in Furope, unto whom the society shall direct 
&c. and that to be given by persons of known honesty | their letters and consign their goods. He shall have a 
and estate. And these servants shall be bound to keep | council of six factors, one of which shall be his deputy. 
the secrets of the house, that is, not to give intelligence | This council shall with him reside in London, and shal! 
to any person, no, not to any member of the society | on all occasions meet to advise together, how to dispose 
(without leave first obtained publicly in the committee) | ofthe society's goods and buy such goods as the society 
upon forfeiture of their security. | shall direct to be bought, to execute all other orders as 
al ae oc shall be required of him or them. And to give every 
ARTICLE XVII. | factor his commission, how to proceed in what pertains 
That if the society should receive blacks for servants, | unto his place: so that all and every one of them shall 
they shall make them free at fourteen years end, wpon | act by the advice of the chief agent, and he by the order 
consideration that they shall give into the society’s ware-| of the committee in Pennsilvania: all these being chosen 
house, two thirds of what they are capable of produsing| by the general assembly, they giving good and suffi- 
on such a parcel of Jand, as shall be allotted them by| cient security to the society for their true and faithful 
the society, with astock and necessary tools, as shall be | service 
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ARTICLE XXVUL. 


Thattl, president, deputy, secretary, treasurer, survey- 
or, and all the servants of the society, shall bring into 
the society’s warehouse, what peltry they buy of the 
Indians in their respective plantations with their own 
private goods. ‘his shall be entered in the books of 
the several offices to prevent fraud. Those goods shall 
be sent over with the society’s goods, and shall have 
what return they will for the same, allowing to the so- 
ciety, freight, factorage, Kc. 

ARTICLE XXIX. 

That it shall be lawful for all, who bring their goods to 
the society’s warehouse, so to do and to have the same 
returns as they shall desire. This being granted and al- 
lowed, will bring in most of the countries goods, in the 
society’s hands which will in time prove the great advan- 
tage of the society: and most eminently to the planters, 
who are not able to send into England; where possibly 
they may be deceived by factors or attorneys, they hav- 
ing in the society the greater security imaginable for 
their effects. 







































Some of the officers and offices for the societ;,, viz.— 
President, Denuiy, Treasurer, agent, Secretary, Surveyor, 
Twelve Committee-men, Chyrurgeon, Factors, Clerks, Over- 
seers, Messengers, Porters, Butchers, Watermen, Carr- 
men, Ec. 

The four offices for the Society. 


THE SECRETARY OFFICE. 


To this office shall belong the bookkeeper, the fac- 
tors, chyrurgion, clerk of all offices, messengers, over- 
seers, watermen. The secretary shall be alwaies ready 
to receive orders of the president or deputy for the ex- 
ecution of all warrants to be issued out abroad, to write 
all letters, &c. for the society’s service, and to direct the 
plantations in their duties, as the president and courts 
are agreed on to be done: as when any ships are going 
out, then to write to factors abroad, &c. when any fac- 
tors are wanting supplies of goods, to give warrants in 
the treasury office for the same, under the president’s 
own hand and seal, or hisdeputy: and nothing delivered 
without this method. And when goods are brought in, 
then to take account of the same, and give an account 
to the president of them and enter them in that office 
also. If any servant dyeth, to receive information of it 
and make record. If any runaway, to receive informa- 
tion and take order of the president about it, &c. If 
any be sick, to issue warrants for their help by the presi- 
dent’s order, &c. If cattle die to record it: If any be 
increased, to record the place, kind, number. To re- 
ceive every week a particular account of all overseers, 
factors, &c. ofall encreases and decreases of trade, &c. 


THE TREASURY OFFICE. 


To this office shall belong the treasurer, two clerks, 
porters, butchers, water-men, carr-men, chyrurgion, 
husbandmen, handicrafts, &c. every one of them giving 
account to the treasurer of their works, and all to be re- 
corded in the treasury office, and to be transmitted into 
the secretary’s office every seven daies and all those of- 
ficers and servants, to be directed in their proceedings 
by warvants from the president or his deputy, and no- 
thing to be delivered out without the same to prevent 
deceit, &c. And there shall be two ware houses, one 
for exportation and the other for importation, unto each 
of them shall belong a clerk, to keep journals of goods 
come in and gone out; qnd to keep the warrants from 
the president for t)cir security. And that if any goods 
are received in, and not recorded in the secretary and 
treasury Office, within two daies, it shall be a forfei- 
ture of such penalty thought fit to be imposed by the 
court of assistants. 


THE SURVEYOR’S OFFICE. 
To this office shall belong the surveyo*, and assistant, ! 
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a clerk, asearcher. This surveyor shall view all ships, 
and what thereunto is belonging, whether fit to be made 
use of for the societies service or no; and make report 
to the president. He shall oversee all overseers, ser- 
vants, their works and make record of them all, giving 
information of all things in the secretary office, and to 
the president or his deputy: and keeping record in his 
office of the same. He shall see all goods shipped 
safely and others landed: He shall view all warehouses, 
their goods that they be kept well, &c. That all war- 
rants from the president, be duly put in execution, 
survey all entries and invoices, all building, all cattles, 
&c. that the society may not suffer by any: keeping a 
journal of all things which are every seven daies to be 
compared with the secretary office, where all things are 
to be recorded. And record being duly made, all the 
books to be signed by the president or his deputy, and 
afterwards to stand for good and just actings in the court 
of committee and assistants; and this being passed never 
more to be recalled. 


THE MINERS OFFICE. 


To this office shall belong an agent, clerks, miners, 
refiners, brickmakers, tile makers, potters, lime burn- 
ers, &c. 

The agent shall daily receive information from the 
miners, &c. of what is done and make record of it in his 
office, and shall be signed by the clerk and himself.— 
Then to send it to the secretary’s office every seven 
daies there to be recorded: the president or deputy 
having approved the same. And the agent shall an- 
swer for all defaults and wrong done to the society in 
any of the things, that a e under his custody, until they 
are recorded and received in the custody of the treasu- 
rer. 

These are the heads, upon which the society is to be 
governed, and the officers by which all is to be adminis- 
tered and secured from fiaud and deceit. What further 
is necessary, for the same must be left to the wisdom of 
the president and court of assistants, who in time may 
give an exact account of other things relating thereunto. 
For the conveniency of such who are desirous to sub- 
scribe to the stock of this society, if they please to ap- 
ply themselves to Philip Fordin Bow Lane near Cheap 
Side, there their subscriptions may be entered. 


Copy of a MS minute (apparently original) in pos- 
session of J. P. Norris, Esq. 


At a general court of free society of traders of Penn- 
sylvania held in London the 29th of the 3d month, alias 
May 1682, for chusing officers of ye sd society accord- 
ing to the printed articles, it was accordingly enacted 
and agreed by a general consent. 

That Nicholas Moore of London Med. Dr. should be 
and continue president for seven years according to the 
articles aforesaid. 

That John Simcock of Pennsylvania, yeom. should 
be and continue deputy president for seven years. 

That-James Claypoole of London Merch’t. should be 
and continue treasurer for seven vears. 

John Boy of Wilts merchant, chosen surveyor. 

A committee of 12 was chosen to reside in Pennsyl- 
vania, viz: 

Thomas Brassey, 
Robert Turner, 
Thomas Holmes, 
John Bezer, 


Antho. Elton, 
James Harrison, 
John Blunston, 
Isaac Martin, 
Ffra Plumstead, | Walter King, 
Griffith Jones, Wm. Harge. 


Joseph Martin of London, merchant, chief agent. 

Philip Ford of London, merchant, deputy agent. 

Wma. Sherlow of London, merchant, assistant. 

John Sweetapple of London, goldsmith, chosen as- 
sistant. 

Thos. Barker of London, wine cooper, chosen assist- 
ant. 








1828. | 














Edward Peirod of London, oyJman, chosen assistant. | 

Agreed that the subscribers in England have their | 
requests presented by the president, &c. to the gover- | 
nor in the first provincial council and general assembly 
that shall be held in Pennsylvania, viz: that the 24 as- 
sistants of the committee shall be chosen out of such | 
subscribers that are most apt for managing ye affuirs | 
there and that by the assent and approbation of the gov- | 
ernor, the provincial council and general assembly afore- 
said, but that this shall not be a president for after. 

Agreed that henceforth every one subscribing to the | 
society’s stock, shall pay five per cent. at the subscrip- | 
tion. 

Then the court adjourned till sixth day now called 
friday to meet about the ffifth hour afternoon to consider 
what may be further requisite and about paying in the | 
money. 


London the 2d. 4th mo. als. June 1682. 
Agreed by the general court upon their own adjourn- | 


LETTER TO 'THE EMPEROR OF CANADA. 


full power to agree with you in all things relating to our 
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Affairs; he is is a good and Just man, what you do with 
him we will Ratify and Confirm without Delays or Ex- 
ception, ahd you shall find that we are a People that 
love peace and Justice, and are not afraid of War: our 


| God is a God of peace, a God of Love, Grace, Mercy 


and Justice and we are his followers, having the same 
principle and will always endeavour to be found in the 
like Practice. He is always doing good unto alk his 
Creatures whom you and we are; we also being per- 
suaded of this duty have now resolved to seek to do you 
good in all we are Able, Therefore it will not be our 


| Faults if you are not happy iv our neighbourhhood For 


we will be kind and Loving to you at all times and will 
be your Friends, which thing we also expect frem you. 
And cannot but suppose that you shall readily consider 
and accept of our kindness and rejoice at it. And we 
are willing also to receive you into a perpetual friend- 
ship and protection amongst us. In witness whereof 


m’t. on the day afores’d. | I do propose unto you that we are willing to receive you, 

That a mulct shall be laid upon disorderly talkers, and | your Kings and people in our Society of Trade, and if 
that every one shall direct his speech unto the presi-| you will bring in your goods in our Society for a Free 
dent: and that in case any assume to interrupt another | Trade you shall greatly enrich yourselves by it, for we 
or speak out of course, they shall upon the first default | will Improve it for you as well as for us, and in so doing 
be reproved by the president or his deputy, upon the | you shall have what you and yours shall want ofall good 
second default they shall pay 1d. for ye use of ye poor; | Things without being beholden to any other people 
yre 3d. default 6d. for the same use & so 6d. for every | whatsoever. For we and you being united, we shall 
default on each court day. | take off your goods, and we shall help you with ours to 

That whatever is past or enacted at any court shall be | your Content, so that the advantage shali be equal.— 


read the next court day. | Therefore It is your Interest to Command your Kings 





That Francis Burroughs, Edward West ***** John 
Crow** Ffrancis Plumstead be added to ye committee to 
be advising and ***** president in ye behalf of the so- | 
ciety. 

That the committee shall have power to receive the 
securities of those officers who give security according | 
to the printed articles. 

That a glass house with all convenient speed shall be 
built and improved upon the society’s lands. 

That a deputy from ye society shall be sent with a| 
lettr. from ye president in the society’s name with some | 
present to the emperour of Canada and tributary king | 
and that the said present shall be prepared according to 
the wisdom of the committee in order to ye engaging a 
Trade. 

That ye quarter part of the subscription be paid into 
the Treasurer before the 29th inst. 

That the committee do meet next Friday at 5 to take 
security of ye officers. 

Then the court adjourned. 


The following is probably the letter from the society 
referred to in the preceding minute; it was copied by 
E. H. from the original, M. S. on parchment, found 
among the records of the land office of this state. The 
original was a good deal injured by rats, so that several 
words and letters are wanting; these are supplied in the 
copy, and are printed in italics. 


TO THE EMPEROR OF CANADA. 


SHEER H RS 
= - 


SEAL. 


* 
* * 
+ 


teceeecues 
London, the 19th day of the Fourth month, called June, 


1682. 
FRrenp, 


Ihave sent you this Letter and Messenger to let you 
know that I am elected presipent of the FrEE sosIETY 
of TRADERS of penns¥YLVANIA, and as I am such, have 
the Power and Free Consent of all these good men to state, 


treat with you, your Kings, and your people in all thin 


and people to trade with us thus united alone, it being 


| your proper Advantage and you yourself may from time 


to time come and see our Trade and Improvement, and 
take your profits which shall arise therefrom proporcon- 
ably to what you shall join withus. This we propose 
as a proper means to, unite all our Interests for ever.— 
We shall be glad to see you the next Spring to Con- 
clude some good Treaty together in peace. And to 
show you that we are good men, we have sent you this 
Present, when we meet you you shall know this to be 
altogether true. In the mean time prepare for Trade 




















as we do. 
I rest 
Your True Friend, 
| N. MORE. 
Directed 
For 
THE EMPEROR OF 
CANADA. 
TONNAGE ENTERED IN 1769 1770 
| From Great Britain and Ireland - 9309 7917 
|S. parts of Europe and Africa - - 12521 15010 
| British and foreign West Indies - 10745 15883 
Continent of Americaand Bahama - 12453 12091 
45028 50901 
TONNAGE OUTWARD. 

To Great Britain and Ireland - - 7219 7999 
Europe and Africas - - - 12070 11395 
West Indies - - - - 11959 14839 
South America and Bahama - 11738 15421 

42986 49654 














NEWSPAPERS AND PERIODICALS. 


“Tue Travetter” has published a list of news pa- 
| pers and periodical publications in the United States, 
| amounting to 827: of these, 185 are published in this 
being the largest number in any one state. The 


pertaining to Trade: and also to give you assurance following account of them is taken from that work, and 


That all our Intentions and purposes towards you are 
good and just; and unto this Messenger we have given 


| is probably as nearly correct as it can be made; though 


we haye noticed some few inaccuracies. 
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PENN’S CITY ON T 


HE SUSQUEHANNA. 


| and bears about fifty miles west from the river Delaware, 
as appears by the Common Maps of the English Domi- 
| nion in America. Thete I design to lay out a Plan for 


STATES. the year the year the year | the building of another City, in the most convenient 
1775. 1810. 1828. | place for communication with the former plantations on 
Maine 99 | the Last: which by land, is as good as done already, a 
Massachusetts 7 39 78 | way being laid out between the two rivers very exactly 
New Hampshire 1 12 17 and conveniently, at least three years ago; and which 
Vermont 14 91 will not be hard to do by water, by the benefit of the 
Rhode Island 9 - iW river Scoudkill; for a Branch of that river lies near a 
Connecticut 4 11 26 Branch that runs into Susquehannagh River, and is the 
New. Vork 4 66 161 Common Course of the Indians with their Skins and 
New Jersey 8 99 Furr’s into our Parts, and to the Provinces of East and 
Pennsylvania 9 71 185 West Jersey, and New York, from the West and North 
Filan so 4 west parts of the continent from whence they bring them. 
Maryland 9 21 ae And I do also intend that every one who shall be a 
Dj y f Col ; ad Purchasser in this proposed settlement, shall have a pro- 
ist. of Columbia 6 9 portionable Lot in the said City to build a House or 
Virginia : 2 23 34 Houses upon; which Town-Ground, and the Shares of 
North Carolina 2 10 15 Land that shall be bought of me, shall be delivered clear 
South Carolina 3 10 16 of all Indian Pretentions; for it has been my way from 
Georgia 1 13 13 the first; to purchase their title from them, and so settle 
Florida 1 2 with their consent. 
Alabama 10 The Shares 1 dispose of, contain each, Three Theu- 
Mississippi 4 6 sand .4cres for £100, and for greater or lesser quantities 
Louisiana 10 9 | after that rate: The acre of that Province is according 
‘Tennessee 6 8 to the Statute of the 33th of Edw. 1. And no acknow- 
Kentucky 17 93 ledgement or Quit Rent shall be paid by the Purchasers 
Ohio 14 66 till five years after a settlement be made upon their 
Indiana 17 Lands, and that only according to the quantity of acres 
Michigan 9 so taken up and seated, and not otherwise; and only ther 
Illinois 4 to pay but one shilling for every hundred acres for ever- 
Missouri 5 | And further I do promise to agree with every Purchaser 
Arkansas 1 that shall be willing to treat with me between this and 
Chérokee Nation 1 next spring, upon all such reasonable conditions as shall 
m sith es be thought necessary for their accommodation, intend- 
/ 37 358 827 ing, if God please, to return with what speed I can, and 


PENN’S. CITY ON THE SUSQUEHANNA. 
In the year 1690, William Penn issued proposals for 
a second settlenient or city in the Province, upon the 


my Family with me, in order to our future Residence. 
| _ Toconclude, that which particularly recommends this 
| Settlement, is the known goodness of the soyll and sci 
| tuation of the Land, which is high and not mountainous; 


Susquehanna river. The following are those proposals | also the Pleasantness, and Largeness of the River being 
copied by E. H. from a printed paper in the possession | clear and not rapid, and broader than the Thames at 
of W. R. Esq. of this city, entitled ‘*Some proposals for | London bridge, many miles above the Place intended 
a second settlement in the province of Pennsylvania.” — | for this Settlement; and runs (as we are told by the Jn- 
‘printed and sold by Andrew Sowle, at the crooked Billet dians_) quite through the Province, into which many fair 
in Halloway Lane, Shore Ditch 1690—” Whether the | rivers empty themselves. The sorts of Z'imber that 
design was partially accomplished, where the proposed grow there are chiefly oak, ash, chesnut, walnut, cedar, 





city was to be located, or what was the reason for his 
relinquishing the plan, we cannot tell—and would glad- 
ly receive information on the subject if any of our read- 
ers possess it. It is somewhat remarkable, and is a proof 
of Penn’s foresight and of his enlarged views, that he 
suggested, at that early period, the practicability of form- 
ing a water communication, between the Susquehanna and 
Schuylkill rivers, by. means of some of their branches— 
which communication, however, was not effected till 
about 138 years after he suggested it. 
‘*Some proposals for a second settlement in the Province of 
Pennsylvania. 
Whereas, I did about nine years past, propound the 
selling of several parts or shares of land, upon that side 
of the Province of Pennsylvania, next Delaware river, 
and setting out of a place upon it for the building of a 
city, by the name of Philadelphia; and that divers per- 
sons closed with those proposals, who, by their ingenui- 
ty, industry and charge, have advanced that city, from a 
wood, to a good forwardness of building (there being 
above one thousand houses finished in it_) and that the 
several plantations and towns begun upon the land, 
bought by those first undertakers, are also in a prosper- 
ous way of improvement and inlargement (insomuch as 
last year fen sail of ships ware fraghted there, with the 
growth of the Province for Barbados, Jamaica, &c. be- 
sides what came directly for this kingdom.) Itis now 
my purpose to make another settlement, upon the river 
of Susguehannagh, that runs into the Bay of Chesapeake, 


|and poplar. The native Fruits are pawpaws, grapes, 
| mulbery’s, chesnuts, and several sorts of walnuts. There 
are likewise great quantities of Deer, and especially 
| Elks, which are much bigger than our Red Deer, and 
use that River in Herds. And Fish there is of divers 
sorts, and very large and good, and in great plenty. 
But that which recommends both this Settlement in 
| particular, and the Province in general, is a late Patient 
obtained by divers Eminent Lords and Gentlemen for 
that Land that lies north of Pennsylvania up to the 46th 
| Degree and an half, because their T'raffick and Inter- 
| course will be chiefly through Pennsylvania, which lies 
between that Province and the Sea. We have also the 
comfort of being the Center of all the English colonies 
upon the Continent of America, as they lie from the 
North East Parts of New England to the most Southerly 
parts of Carolina, being above 1000 miles upon theCoast. 
If any Persons please to apply themselves to me by 
letter in relation to this affair, they may direct them to 
Robert Ness Scrivener in Lumber street in London for 
Philip Ford, and sititable answers will be returned by 
the first opportunity. There are also Instructions printed 
for information of such as intend to go, orsend servants, 
or families thither, which way they may proceed with 
most ease and advantage, both here and there, in refer- 
ence to Passage, Goods, Utensels, Building, Husbandry, 
Stock, Subsistence, Traffick, &c. being the effect of 
their expence and experiance that have seen the Fruit of 


their Labours, Wm. Prxy.” 





